This paper contributes a very general class of two-point iterative methods without memory for solving nonlinear equations. The class of methods is developed using weight function approach. Per iteration, each method of the class includes two evaluations of the function and one of its firstorder derivative. The analytical study of the main theorem is presented in detail to show the fourth order of convergence. Furthermore, it is discussed that many of the existing fourth-order methods without memory are members from this developed class. Finally, numerical examples are taken into account to manifest the accuracy of the derived methods.
Prerequisites
One of the important and challenging problems in numerical analysis is to find the solution of nonlinear equations. In recent years, several numerical methods for finding roots of nonlinear equations have been developed by using several different techniques; see, for example, 1, 2 . We herein consider the nonlinear equations of the general form
where f : D ⊆ R → R is a real valued function on an open neighborhood D and α ∈ D a simple root of 1.1 . Many relationships in nature are inherently nonlinear, in which their effects are not in direct proportion to their cause. Accordingly, solving nonlinear scalar equations occurs frequently in scientific works. Many robust and efficient methods for solving such equations are brought forward by many authors; see 3-5 and the references therein. Note that Newton's method for nonlinear equations is an important and fundamental one.
2
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In providing better iterations with better efficiency and order of convergence, a technique as follows is mostly used. The composition of two iterative methods of orders p and q, respectively, results in a method of order pq, 6 . Usually, new evaluations of the derivative or the nonlinear function are needed in order to increase the order of convergence. On the other hand, one well-known technique to bring generality is to use weight function correctly in which the order does not die down, but the error equation becomes general. In fact, this approach will be used in this paper. Definition 1.1. The efficiency of a method is measured by the concept of efficiency index, which is given by
where p is the convergence order of the method and β is the whole number of evaluations per one computing process. Meanwhile, we should remember that by Kung-Traub conjecture 7 as comes next, an iterative multipoint scheme without memory for solving nonlinear equations has the optimal efficiency index 2 β−1 /β and optimal rate of convergence 2 β−1 .
Higher-order methods are widely referenced in literature; see for example, 8, 9 and the references therein. It can be concluded that they are useful in applications, for example, numerical solution of quadratic equations and nonlinear integral equations are needed in the study of dynamical models of chemical reactors or in radiative transfer. Moreover, many of these numerical applications use high precision in their computations; the results of these numerical experiments show that the high-order methods associated with a multiprecision arithmetic floating point are very useful, because they yield a clear reduction in the number of iterations. This simply shows the importance of multipoint methods in solving nonlinear scalar equations.
The two-step family of Geum and Kim, which was given in 10 recently, is one of the most significant two-point optimal fourth-order methods, which includes many of the existing fourth-order methods as its special elements:
f y n f x n .
1.3
It satisfies the error equation e n 1 −c 2 c 3 c 3 2 1 2β −γ δ e 4 n O e 5 n , with β, γ, δ ∈ R, and c k 1/k! f k α /f α , k ≥ 2. Note that 1.3 is in fact the first two steps of the threestep scheme given in 10 . Clearly, choosing γ δ 0 will end in the well-known King's optimal fourth-order family 11 : n O e 5 n and also contains the Ostrowski's fourth-order method as its special element for β 0.
Motivated and inspired by the recent activities in this direction, in this paper, we will construct a very general class of new iterative methods free from second-or higher-orders derivatives in computing process based on 1.3 and grounded on the use of weight function in the second step of our proposed class.
Main Contribution
This section contains our novel contributed general class. According to the conjecture of Kung-Traub for constructing optimal without memory iterations, we must use only three evaluations per full cycle to reach the convergence order four. Therefore, we consider the following very general two-step two-point without memory iteration:
where G t , H τ , and K ϕ are three real-valued weight functions with t f y /f x , τ f y /f x , and ϕ f x /f x , without the index n, that should be chosen such that the order of convergence reaches the optimal level four. This is done in Theorem 2.1. 
2.2
then the class of iterative without memory methods defined by 2.1 is of optimal order four.
Proof. By defining e n x n − α as the error of the iterative scheme in the nth iterate, applying Taylor's expansion and taking into account f α 0, we have β − 2 f x n f y n δ f y n
2.7
Also, by Taylor expanding, we attain y n −f y n /f x n α 2c 2 2 e 3 n −9c 3 2 7c 2 c 3 e 4 n O e 5 n . At this time, by taking into consideration 2.6 , 2.7 , and the conditions 2.2 for the weight functions into the last step of 2.1 , we attain the follow-up error equation for the whole iteration 2.1 per computing process:
2.8
This shows that the iterative class 2.1 -2.2 will arrive at the optimal local order of convergence four. This concludes the proof.
In standpoint of computational efficiency, each derived member from our class includes three evaluations per full cycle, that is, one evaluation of the first-order derivative and two evaluations of the function. Therefore, the resulted methods are optimal and consistent with the optimality conjecture of Kung-Traub for multipoint without memory iterations. The class possesses the optimal efficiency index 1.587, which is much better than that of Newton's scheme efficiency. Furthermore, the error equation 2.8 completely reveals the generality of our class. Choosing any desired values for the three parameters and also the three real-valued weight functions, based on 2.2 , will result in new methods. In what follows, we briefly provide some of the well-known methods in the literature as special members from our class of iterations. 
Forms
Weight function for G t Weight function for H τ Weight function for K ϕ 
2.9
Some typical forms of the weight function, which make the order of our general class optimal according to 2.2 , are listed in Table 1 .
According to Table 1 , we can produce any desire method of optimal order four by using only three functional evaluations per full cycle. Hence, we can have as contributed examples from our class: Advances in Numerical Analysis n O e 5 n is its error relation; or the following efficient method:
2.12
with the follow-up error equation e n 1 −c 2 c 2 c 3 − 1 e 4 n O e 5 n . As positively pointed out by the reviewer, the novel fourth-order methods can be applied in providing higher-order convergent methods. That is to say, in order to fulfill the optimality conjecture of Kung-Traub 1974 , optimal eighth-and sixteenth-order derivativeinvolved methods can only be built grounded on the optimal quartically methods. Now and according to the contributed class in this paper, very general eighth-and sixteenth-order optimal iterations without memory can be constructed by using 2.1 -2.2 in the first two steps of a three-or four-step cycle.
The error relation 2.8 relies fully on the first, second, third derivatives of a given nonlinear function, as well as β, γ, δ, H 0 , G 0 , K 0 . Thus, in order to save the space and also giving some of the other optimal fourth-order methods according to 2.1 and 2.2 , we list the interesting ones in Table 2 .
Computational Aspects
Here, to demonstrate the performance of the new fourth-order methods, we take a lot of nonlinear equations as follows:
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We shall determine the consistency and the stability of results by examining the convergence of the new second-derivative-free iterative methods. The findings are shown by illustrating the effectiveness of the fourth-order methods for determining the simple root of a nonlinear equation. Consequently, we can give estimates of the approximate solution produced by the fourth-order methods. The numerical computations listed in Table 3 were performed with MATLAB 7.6. For comparisons, we have used the fourth-order derivativefree method of Kung-Traub KTM as comes next:
y n x n f x n , z n y n − f x n f y n f y n − f x n ,
x n 1 z n − f x n f y n f z n − f x n 1 f y n , x n − 1 f z n , y n ,
where f y n , x n and f z n , y n are divided differences, and the Ostrowski's method OM as follows:
k n x n − f x n f x n ,
x n 1 k n − x n − k n f x n − 2f k n f k n .
3.2
We also have used King's family with β −1/2, as K −1/2 in comparisons with our novel methods 2.10 , 2.11 , 2.12 from the suggested class. For convergence, it is required that the distance of two consecutive approximations |x n 1 −x n | with n ≥ 0 be less than . And 8 the absolute value of the function |f x n |, also referred to as residual, be less than 800. Note that the residuals are listed in Table 3 for each starting point and by considering the total number of evaluations as 12. We accept an approximate solution rather than the exact root, depending on the precision of the computer. The test results in Table 3 show that the order of convergence and accuracy of the proposed methods are in accordance with the theory developed in the previous section. For most of the functions we have tested, the methods introduced in the present work behave well in comparison to the other methods of order four. The important characteristic of the novel methods is that they do not require the computation of second-order or higher-order derivatives of the function to carry out iterations. However, it should be emphasized that the order of convergence is a property of iteration formula near root: the order of convergence is one thing; the total number of iterations is another one. In general, for a given iteration formula, the total number of iterations depends not only on the order of convergence but also on the initial approximation x 0 .
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In Table 3 , as an instance, 0.3e−172 shows that the absolute value of the corresponding test function after 4 full iterations is zero up to 172 decimal digits.
Concluding Remarks
In numerical analysis, many methods produce sequences of real numbers, for instance the iterative methods for solving nonlinear equations. Sometimes, the convergence of these sequences is slow and their utility in solving practical problems quite limited. Convergence acceleration methods try to transform a slowly converging sequence into a fast convergent one. Due to this, this paper has aimed to give a rapidly convergent two-point class for approximating simple roots. As high as possible of convergence order was attained by using as small as possible number of evaluations per full cycle. The local order of our class of iterations was established theoretically, and it has been seen that our class supports the optimality conjecture of Kung-Traub 1974 . It was shown that choosing appropriate form of weight functions would end up in both existing and new iterative optimal root solvers without memory. Clearly, our contribution in this paper has unified the existing quartically methods, which are available in literature. In the sequel, numerical examples have used in order to show the efficiency and accuracy of the novel methods from our suggested secondderivative-free class. Finally, it should be noted that, like all other iterative methods, the new methods from the class 2.1 -2.2 have their own domains of validity and in certain circumstances should not be used.
